
CHICAGO—Play In A Book is pleased to announce the 
release of The Brave Little Costumer, the third title in 
the ten volume Act It Read It Series.   Adapted for 2nd 
grade students, this fun retelling of the classic tale “The 
Brave Little Tailor” features a costumer from a Chicago 
theater who is sent by the mayor to slay giants who 
have been tearing up  the city streets.   This phonics-
based reader includes a full five act, multi-leveled script 
that will simultaneously get students on their feet acting 
out the story while building phonological awareness, 
oral reading fluency, and reading comprehension.

The Act It Read It Series provides a valuable tool for 

guided reading and differentiated instruction,   allowing 
students to work at their own reading ability within the 
multi-leveled scripts.   The Series aligns with Common 
Core State Standards (PDF) as well as NCTE/IRA 
Standards for the Language Arts.   At the core of the 
Play In A Book program is a highly engaging work of 

fiction written in both story and script form.   Each 
section of the text focuses heavily on a particular 
phonics skill (this volume explores long vowels).   In the 
classroom, the study of the text culminates in a final 
performance for an invited audience.   Whether at 
school or at home, The Act It Read It Series can be a 
powerful teaching resource.

Play In A Book was formed with the mission of using 
drama to build reading skills in K through 5th grade 
students.   Play In A Book publishes the Act It Read It 
Series of fully illustrated, easy to use volumes.  
Students love the unique experience of reading the 
book on one side and then flipping it over to act out the 
companion scripts.   The first volume of the series, The 
Three City Goats Gruff, designed for 1st graders, was 
released in August, 2011. The second release, Gretel & 
Hansel, for 3rd graders, came out in October, 2011.  
Play In A Book currently has their fourth volume, 
Thumbelisa, targeted for a Spring, 2013 release.

Laura St. John, the 
author, has worked with 
children in the Chicago 
Public Schools as a 
writer and teaching artist 
for the past eighteen 
years.   She is currently 
bringing the Play In A 
Book p rogram to a 
number o f Ch i cago 
Public Schools.   Laura 
was a collaborator on the 
book “Th rough The 
C r a c k s ” ( D a v i s 

Publications), and is a member of Actor's Equity 
Association.  She is a graduate of Ball State University.  

The Brave Little Costumer is available online at 
Amazon and Barnes & Noble or can be ordered directly 
from Play In A Book. 
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